
This English translation is offered for information purposes only. 

In the event of any discrepancy or doubt in interpretation, the original German texts published in 
the Official Notices of Rhine-Waal University of Applied Sciences take precedence. Only the 
original German texts are considered legally binding. 

 
 

Examination Regulations 

for  

Biological Resources, M.Sc. 

Faculty of Life Sciences 

Rhine-Waal University of Applied Sciences 

Dated 29 November 2018 
 
In accordance with Section 2 (4) sentence 1 and Section 64 (1) of the Higher Education Act 
of North Rhine-Westphalia [Hochschulgesetz NRW], in the amended form produced by the 
Act for the Future Development of Universities [Hochschulzukunftsgesetz] of 16 September 
2014 (GV.NRW. 2014, p. 547), last amended by the Act of 17 October 2017 (GV.NRW. 
2017, p. 806) and the General Examination Regulations for Bachelor’s and Master’s Degree 
Programmes at Rhine-Waal University of Applied Sciences (RPO) from 3 January 2018 
(Official Notices 07/2018), the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Life Sciences of Rhine-Waal 
University of Applied Sciences enacted the following examination regulations on 
12 December 2018: 
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Section 1    
Applicability 

These examination regulations shall apply to the master’s degree programme Biological 
Resources, offered in English by the Faculty of Life Sciences of Rhine-Waal University of 
Applied Sciences, in conjunction with the General Examination Regulations for Bachelor’s 
and Master’s Degree Programmes (“RPO”) of Rhine-Waal University of Applied Sciences. 
They govern the standard, three-semester mode of study (full-time study) and the part-time, 
six-semester mode of study for working professionals (part-time study). 
 

Section 2    
Academic Objectives; Purpose of Examination 

 This degree programme is concluded with a final assessment: the master’s examination. (1)
Academic aims and objectives are outlined in Section 3 RPO.  In particular, this master’s 
degree programme aims to empower students to apply natural scientific, engineering, 
economic and social scientific methodologies and develop practical solutions using 
reasoning and approaches that go beyond traditional disciplinary boundaries. 

 The academic title “Master of Science”, abbreviated as "M.Sc.”, is awarded for passing (2)
the master’s examination.  

 

Section 3    
General Admission Requirements  

  General admission requirements are defined in Section 4a RPO. (1)

 A “related field” according to Section 4a (1) RPO is defined as any degree programme (2)
from: 

a. the natural sciences 

b. agricultural sciences 

c. economics 

 An overall final mark of at least 2.5 on the German grading scale, or alternatively a “B” or (3)
better on the ECTS grading scale, must have been awarded for the previous degree referred 
to in paragraph (2); in addition, at least 10 ECTS must have been obtained in the natural 
sciences and at least 10 ECTS in the environmental / agricultural sciences, plus a minimum 
of 30 ECTS total from any combination of the following fields: 

a. mathematics / statistics 

b. chemistry 

c. biology 

d. economics and social sciences 

e. environmental sciences / agricultural sciences 

 For English language requirements, refer to Section 4a (6a) sentence 1 RPO. (4)
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 Applicants may request an exemption from the language certificate requirement defined (5)
in subsection 4 above. Requests are justified, for example, for persons applying on the basis 
of a professionally-qualifying undergraduate degree that was conducted in English and in 
one of the majority English-speaking countries defined in Annex 1. The Examination Board is 
responsible for deciding on these requests. If an applicant completed his or her 
professionally-qualifying undergraduate degree in English at Rhine-Waal University of 
Applied Sciences, the English language requirement is considered fulfilled. 

 Finally, applicants must have completed either an internship of at least 20 weeks at a (6)
company or organisation in the agricultural sciences, environmental sciences, natural 
sciences or bio-economics (Section 21 RPO), or a study abroad semester (Section 22 RPO) 
before they are able to apply to begin the thesis. This requirement can also be fulfilled as 
part of a Learning Agreement within the meaning of Section 4a (4) RPO. 

 

Section 4    
Standard Duration of Study; Programme Structure; Volume of Instruction Hours  

(1) This degree programme has a total volume of instruction of 46 SWS (combined hours 
per week from all lecture periods in the standard study duration). 

(2) Curricular internships are mandatory parts of this degree programme. 

(3) In accordance with the European Credit Transfer Accumulation System (ECTS), one 
credit point (CP) in this degree programme is equivalent to a workload of 30 hours.  

(4) Additional information about how this degree programme is organised and about the 
type, form and scope of modules can be found in the attached study and examination plan 
(see annex). Additional information about learning outcomes, qualification aims, contents and 
forms of examination can be found in the corresponding module guide, which is available for 
viewing in the faculty’s central office. 

(5) In the part-time study arrangement for this degree programme, professionals in the 
workforce can study on a part-time basis while continuing their career. The contents of the 
first two semesters are instead taught over four semesters. During this initial period, part-time 
students attend two days of lectures at the University and spend the remaining three days in 
the workplace.  

 

Section 5    
Scope of Examinations  

(1) The time allotted for a written examination depends on the number of credit points (CP) 
for the corresponding lecture. As a rule, 120 minutes shall be allotted for every 5 CP. 

(2) An oral examination generally lasts at least 30, but no more than 45 minutes per student. 

(3) The time allotted for an assignment, term paper or project shall not exceed four (4) 
months.  
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Section 6    
Scope and Form of the Thesis  

(1) The text portion of the thesis should generally be between 50 and 120 pages (DIN A4) in 
length. The thesis may also be supplemented with other media as well, provided their use is 
appropriate and helpful as additional documentation within the context of the assigned task. 
In this case the length of the text portion of the thesis may deviate from the aforementioned 
minimum requirement. 

(2) Full-time students are given a period of four (4) months and part-time students a period of 
eight (8) months (from the assignment date to the submission deadline) to complete the 
thesis. The thesis may not be submitted within eight weeks of the assignment date. 

 

Section 7    
Admission to the Thesis and the Colloquium 

(1) In addition to the thesis admission requirements defined under Section 24 (1) RPO, 
students must also have obtained at least 50 credits. 

(2) In addition to the colloquium admission requirements defined under Section 27 (2) RPO, 
candidates must also have obtained at least 85 CP. 

 

Section 8    
Credit Values for the Thesis and Colloquium 

(1) Twenty-five (25) credits are awarded for passing the master’s thesis. 

(2) Five (5) credits are awarded for passing the colloquium. 

 

Section 9    
Awarding of the Master’s Degree 

The master’s degree specified in Section 2 (2) is officially conferred with the issuing of the 
master’s degree certificate (refer to Section 30 (1) RPO). 
 

Section 10    
Entry into Force / Transitional Provisions 

(1) These examination regulations shall enter into force on the day after their publication in 
the Official Notices of Rhine-Waal University of Applied Sciences. They apply to students 
who first enrolled in Biological Resources M.Sc. of the Faculty of Life Sciences of Rhine-
Waal University of Applied Sciences in or after winter semester 2019-20. 

(2) Students who first enrolled in Biological Resources M.Sc. before winter semester 2019-
2020 may continue their studies according to the examination regulations dated 
30 November 2017 (Official Notices 02/2018) until 30 September 2024 at the latest. 
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Accordingly, the examination regulations dated 30 November 2017 (Official Notices 02/2018) 
shall expire on 1 October 2024. 

(3) Students currently studying under the examination regulations dated 30 November 2017 
may submit a written request to the Examination Board to switch to the examination 
regulations defined in this document. The Faculty Examination Board is responsible for all 
credit recognition decisions for previously completed modules and examinations. 

 

Note: These examination regulations entered into force on 14 November 2019. 
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Annex 1 

Countries considered “English-speaking” 
 

• Antigua and Barbuda 

• Australia 

• Bahamas 

• Barbados 

• Belize 

• Dominica 

• Grenada 

• Guyana 

• Ireland 

• Jamaica 

• Canada 

• New Zealand 

• St. Kitts and Nevis 

• St. Lucia 

• St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

• Trinidad and Tobago 

• Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

• United States of America 
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Annex 2 
Recommended study and examination plan for Biological Resources M.Sc., full-time: 

 
 
Elective Catalogue 
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Recommended study and examination plan for Biological Resources M.Sc., part-time: 

 
Electives are identical to the full-time study plan. 
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