
 

 

 

 

Examination Regulations 
for 

Biological Resources, M.Sc. 
at 

Rhine-Waal University of Applied Sciences 

Dated 30 November 2017 

This English translation is offered for information purposes only. 

Though every effort has been made to render a true and authentic translation, only the 
original German-language texts published in the Official Notices of Rhine-Waal University of 

Applied Sciences are legally binding in meaning, sense and spirit. 

In the event of discrepancy or doubt between the German original and this English 
translation, the German version takes precedence. 
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Section 1      
Applicability 

These Examination Regulations apply to Biological Resources M.Sc., taught in English by 
the Faculty of Life Sciences at Rhine-Waal University of Applied Sciences, and supplement 
the General Examination Regulations (“RPO”) for Master’s Degree Programmes at Rhine-
Waal University of Applied Sciences. These Examination Regulations apply equally to the 
full-time, three-semester mode of study and the part-time, six-semester mode of study. 
 

Section 2      
Aims and Objectives; Master’s Assessment 

(1) The degree programme concludes with the master’s assessment. The general aims and 
objectives of the programme are described in Section 3 RPO. In particular, it aims to 
enable students to apply methodologies from the natural sciences, engineering, 
economics and social sciences, to develop real-world solutions not confined to traditional 
disciplinary boundaries and to conduct scientific research. 

(2) The degree “Master of Science”, abbreviated as “M.Sc.”, shall be awarded for 
successfully completing the master’s assessment. 

 

Section 3      
Admission Requirements 

(1) General admission requirements are described in Section 4 RPO. 
(2) Relevant fields of study for a professionally qualifying first degree, as required by Section 

4 (1) RPO, are considered: 
a. the natural sciences; or 
b. agricultural sciences; or 
c. economics. 

(3) In addition to Paragraph (2) above, the first degree must have been completed with a 
final cumulative grade of 2.5 or better according to the German grading scale, or, 
alternatively, an “A” or a “B” according to the ECTS grading scale, and said degree must 
have included at least 10 ECTS credit points (“ECTS”) in the natural sciences and 10 
ECTS in environmental / agricultural science for a combined total of least 30 ECTS from 
the fields of: 

d. mathematics / statistics; 
e. chemistry; 
f. biology; 
g. economics and social sciences; 
h. environmental / agricultural science. 

(4) Sufficient command of the English language is also required. This is generally 
demonstrated with a language certificate certifying level B2 according to the Common 
European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). As a rule, the following tests 
and cut-off scores are accepted: 

i. IELTS:   minimum 6.0 
j. TOEFL (iBT):  minimum 80 
k. TOEFL (PBT): minimum 550 
l. TOEFL (CBT): minimum 213 

(5) Exemptions from the language certificate requirement in Paragraph (4) above are 
possible upon request. Exemptions are usually justified when an applicant’s first degree 
was offered entirely in English or completed in an English-speaking country. The Faculty 

2 



Examination Board shall decide on all requests. The language requirement for this 
degree programme is considered met if an applicant has earned his or her first degree in 
a programme offered in English at Rhine-Waal University of Applied Sciences. 

(6) In addition to the above, students in this degree programme must submit proof of at least 
twenty weeks of practical experience in a natural science or environmental science 
setting, or a successfully completed semester abroad before they can be admitted to the 
thesis. This requirement may be fulfilled via a Learning Agreement (refer to Section 4 (4) 
RPO). 

 

Section 4      
Standard Length of Study; Structure of Programme; Volume of Study 

(1) This degree programme consists of 42 SWS in total. 
(2) Curricular internships are considered mandatory requirements. Additional information 

can be found in the Internship Regulations of the Faculty of Life Sciences. 
(3) One credit point (CP) is equal to 30 hours of work in accordance with the guidelines of 

the European Credit Transfer Accumulation System (ECTS). 
(4) Additional information about the structure of this degree programme and the types, 

forms and scopes of its modules can be found in the examination schedule and study 
plan in the annex of these Examination Regulations. Details about an individual 
module’s qualification aims, content and type of examination can be found in the 
descriptions in the module guide, which is available in the faculty’s main office for all 
students and staff to view. 

(5) Deviating from Section 5 (1) RPO, the standard length of part-time study for this degree 
programme is six (6) semesters including examinations. Part-time studies allow working 
professionals to pursue a degree in addition to their career. In this arrangement, the 
content of the first two (full-time) semesters are instead taught over the course of four 
semesters. During this time, students attend two weekdays of lectures at the University 
and work at their employer on the other three. In addition, part-time students are allotted 
eight (8) months to complete their thesis.  

 
Section 5      

Time Allotted for Examinations 

(1) The time allotted for written examinations is based on the number of credits (CP) for the 
respective course. As a rule, 120 minutes are allotted for every 5 CP. 

(2) Oral examinations are allotted at least 30, but no more than 45 minutes per student. 
(3) No more than four (4) months shall be allotted for a term or project paper. These papers 

should have a minimum of 30 DIN A4 pages, not including annexes. 
 

Section 6      
Master’s Thesis 

(1) As a rule, the written portion of the thesis should consist of 50 to 120 pages (DIN A4). In 
addition to the written portion, the thesis can also be supplemented with other media, 
provided they are appropriate and constructive contributions to the documentation in 
accordance with the assigned task. In this case, the thesis may contain fewer pages 
than the minimum requirement in Sentence 1. 

(2) The thesis can also be permitted as group work if each member’s contribution meets the 
requirements in Section 21 (4) RPO and can be assessed independently because it can 
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be clearly separated from other members’ work by specific sections, page numbers or 
other criteria which allow for clear differentiation. 

(3) Full-time students are allotted a period of four months to complete the thesis (from the 
date of assignment to the submission deadline), and part-time students eight months. 
The thesis may not be submitted during the first eight weeks after the date of 
assignment. The topic and task formulation must be realistically feasible to complete 
before the deadline. In exceptional cases, the Chair of the Faculty Examination Board 
can approve deadline extensions of up to four weeks if requests are duly justified and 
submitted before the original deadline. The thesis supervisor shall be consulted in 
connection with this request. 

 

Section 7      
Requirements for Admission to Thesis and Colloquium 

(1) In addition to the requirements for admission to the thesis (refer to Section 22 (1) RPO), 
students must also have successfully obtained 50 ECTS. 

(2) In addition to the requirements for admission to the colloquium (refer to Section 25 (2) 
RPO), students must also have successfully obtained 85 ECTS. 

 

Section 8      
Recognition of Credits for Thesis and Colloquium 

(1) Twenty-five (25) credits shall be awarded for successfully passing the thesis. 
(2) Five (5) credits shall be awarded for successfully passing the colloquium. 
 

Section 9      
Awarding of the Master’s Degree 

The master’s degree certificate (see Section 28 (1) RPO) is official confirmation that the 
recipient has been awarded the degree specified in Section 2 (4). 
 

Section 10    
Entry into Force 

(1) These Examination Regulations shall enter into force on the day after their publication in 
the Official Notices of Rhine-Waal University of Applied Sciences. They apply to students 
who were first enrolled in Biological Resources, M.Sc. in the Faculty of Life Sciences at 
Rhine-Waal University of Applied Sciences in or after Winter Semester 2017/18. 

(2) Students who enrolled in Biological Resources, M.Sc. before Winter Semester 2017/18 
are entitled to conclude their studies according to the provisions of the previous 
examination regulations (dated 19 February 2016, published in Official Notices 5/2016) 
until 31 August 2020. 

(3) Currently enrolled students who are studying according to the previous Examination 
Regulations (dated 19 February 2016) may submit a written request to the Faculty 
Examination Board to switch to these Examination Regulations for the remainder of their 
studies. The Examination Board shall have final say regarding credit transfers for 
previously completed modules. 

Note: These Examination Regulations entered into force on 28 January 2018. 
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Annex 

Examination Schedule and Recommended Study Plan for Biological Resources M.Sc. 
(Full-Time Study) 

Version dated 19 April 2017 
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Examination Schedule and Recommended Study Plan for Biological Resources M.Sc. 
(Part-Time Study) 

Version dated 19 April 2017 

 

Elective modules are identical to the full-time variant. 
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